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I hope you all had an enjoyable half term last week and managed to make the most of some slightly more spring 

like weather. The children have all had a brilliant first week back at school. They had the most exciting ‘Wow 

days’. As I walked around school on Monday to find; nursery enjoying exploring their new provision areas, FS2 

on a hunt around the school grounds to find some clues to identify some mystery giant footprints, Year 1 taking 

part in a space crash landing, Year 2 having a visit from the fire brigade, some incredible volcano art in Year 3 , 

Year 4 creating their own Viking villages and re-enacting a Viking battle cry, Year 5 embracing paper mache 

mayhem and Year 6 having a day exploring and designing secure structures, I thought how brilliant these days 

are at introducing new topics and sparking enthusiasm for the half term ahead. A big thank you to our teaching 

and support staff for putting so much time and energy into planning such creative and inspiring activities.  

Behaviour in school has also been fantastic this week. All children have been reminded of our school behaviour 

policy, including the behaviours that represent ‘green’ and Wow behaviour as well as behaviours and actions 

which are not appropriate for school. It has been great to see so many children proudly wearing their ‘I’m on 

Wow’ stickers.  

We are having a number of children bringing the ‘Prime’ drink into school. Please could I ask that this is not 

brought into school and the bottles are not reused for the children to bring water in. They have caused quite a 

stir!               We look forward to another successful half term.           Miss Jackson 

Diary Dates 

February  

28th - NEU Teaching strikes - School 

open as normal for all children 

March  

2nd - World Book Day and closing date for the 

‘extreme reading’ competition 

17th - Training Day - School Closed to Pupils 

28th - Year 6 SATs and Derbyshire meetings for 

parents at 2:45pm or 3:35pm 

29th and 30th March - Easter Bingo - Information 

from the All Saints’ Friends of School to follow 

31st - ASJ Easter Service at All Saints’ Church, 

Hessle at 9:30am - Year 5 Parents invited to attend. 

31st - ASI Easter Service at All Saints’ Church, 

Hessle at 11am - Year 1 parents invited to attend.  

31st - Break up for Easter Swimming Superstars!  

We had a group of 12 children attend an interschool   

swimming gala at Haltemprice Leisure Centre on Tuesday 

21st February. They did brilliantly with many children 

winning their individual races and working together to  

finish an impressive 4th place overall [and only 2 points 

behind 2nd place] Well done!  

Theme Days this half term 

We will be celebrating World Book Day, World Maths Day 

and World Science week in school over the coming three 

weeks. Parents have received information regarding our 

World Book Day celebrations. The other two remaining 

days will be celebrated in school with learning topics 

planned appropriately. Children will not be required to 

dress differently or bring additional materials for the      

science or maths days.  

With this is mind, we have made the decision to not raise 

money or take part in Comic Relief in school this year. The 

day itself is on our training day on Friday 17th March, 

many people are facing financial challenges 

and with so many other days and events 

happening, it is very difficult to fit it all in!   



Priority 1: To further develop our curriculum to ensure that children; ‘learn more, remember more and 

do more’. 

Why was this chosen as a priority? We are really proud of our curriculum and this has been a big focus of 

school improvement over the past few years. We now want the children to retain subject specific 

knowledge and be able to apply and build on this knowledge in subsequent topics.  

Progress to Date:  

 Our long term plans have been adapted to ensure that they are suitably sequenced and prior learning is   

developed. 

 Progression documents have been produced for each subject which clearly define the progression in 

knowledge, skills and vocabulary. 

 Every topic/Science lesson begins with a learning journey discussion. Children quickly recall what they 

know already, what they will be learning within the lesson and how they will build upon this in the future.  

 Discussions with children evidence that learning is fun, memorable and can be shared with confidence.   

Each year we set out our key priorities in a School Development Plan document. The document itself tracks 

many areas of school priorities under the identified Ofsted categories. In addition to these, we have four    

specific areas of priority. As we begin the second part of Spring term, and are therefore half way through the 

school year, I thought it would be useful to share these with you and document our progress so far.  

Priority 2: To improve attendance across both the Infant and Junior Schools 

Why was this chosen as a priority? Our attendance figures at both schools were below the national               

average in 2021/22. 

Progress to Date:  

 Attendance is positively promoted throughout the school with attendance rewards and Attendance Premier 

League now in place. This has ensured that all children are aware of the importance of attending school 

 A clear tracking system to monitor attendance is in place. Support is offered to parents in the first instance, 

action plans are implemented where necessary and Ebor Safeguarding and Wellbeing lead is involved 

through attending formal attendance meetings.  

 East Riding Education Welfare are now working alongside the school and they meet with parents if no      

improvements are seen following a formal attendance review.  



Priority 3: Ensure all staff [Infants and Juniors] are confident in the delivery of the Little Wandle phonics 

scheme to promote application and support those children who are working below age related                 

expectations. 

Why was this chosen as a priority? Last year we purchased a new phonics scheme at the Infant School and 

we were pleased with the impact it had. This year we want to ensure Year 2 begin to use the ‘Little 

Wandle’ scheme and also ensure that children who are not secure get further support as they move into 

Year 3. We also have some children in Years 4,5 and 6 who find spelling difficult and further support is    

required to fill any missing gaps of phonic knowledge. 

Progress to Date:  

 The Little Wandle phonics scheme is in place throughout the Infant School. 

 Reading books at both schools are in line with our phonics scheme and are suitably pitched at every child’s   

reading level. 

 Parents in FS2 and Year 1 have been invited into school to attend a phonics workshop. 

 All Junior School teachers and TA’s have received phonics training. 

 Interventions have been set up at the Juniors and are successfully targeting gaps in phonic knowledge. 

 

Priority 4: All Children [with a focus on those entitled to pupil premium funding and those on the SEN    

register], receive high quality teaching and support to raise the number of children working at the           

expected standard or better.  

Why was this chosen as a priority? When reviewing our pupil data, we are seeing some good progress 

however some year groups have been more affected by missing school during the pandemic. It is clear 

that the attainment gap between children on our SEN register and children identified as pupil premium 

has widened to that of non-pupil premium children in most year groups.  

Progress to Date:  

 A new assessment system is in place to measure small steps of progress for children working below age  

related expectations. 

 All children’s interests are factored more into planning with a focus on all children enjoying their learning 

and being engaged. 

 Pupil premium funding is spent to provide additional support both in the classroom and in small group    

sessions to ensure that maximum progress is being made. 

 ELSA support is offered where needed to support individual children’s wellbeing. 

 Pupil data for all children is regularly reviewed to monitor progress and this has been shared with parents 

during parents evening appointments.  

 


